review articles, some of which summarise dissertations submitted for the Diploma of Intensive Care Medicine.
Chris Cairns continues to co-ordinate our 'Critically Appraised Topics' section, this edition including the VISEP and CORTICUS trials, as well as a study of erythromycin to improve gut motility. We have original articles about consultant staffing, implications of centralisation of paediatric services and simulation training in critical care. Mike Grocott summarises some of the promising research about adaptation to hypoxia which will emerge from the Xtreme Everest expedition. Martin Smith has contributed a report on the organ donation task force. We have reports from the State of the Art meeting and from the SCCM nutrition meeting held in Toronto last year. Finally, the Society news section has some important information about constitutional changes and about the Research Forum, a significant new initiative which aims to emulate ANZICS and the Canadian Clinical Trials Group to foster research in the UK.
Both the Lancet 1 and the British Medical Journal 2 have recently published articles about open-access publishing. In a time when 'the next 20 years may change more than the past 200,' 1 we all need to keep up-to-date in the most relevant and accessible ways. Increasingly, institutions, research-granting bodies and doctors demand full access to quality medical knowledge and authoritative opinion. We aim to develop JICS so that it can provide some of that information for the UK critical care community. Comments about the current and future place of JICS, and especially about the desirability of open access, are most welcome.
